92             MAHOMETAN1SM IN THE LEVANT.           [nr.

Sometimes it coincides in part with that of * Imam/
adding, however, an idea of general superintendence
over the mosque and whatever regards it, besides
suggesting a special degree of learning and personal
virtue in its bearer, and thus entitling him to high
reputation and influence more than common. Yet
even here the rank is neither inherent nor permanent,
nor attended with any invariable colour of robe or
width of turban. Sometimes the word implies con-
nection with one or other of the Dervish brotherhoods
or assemblies, which the 'Sheykh' leads, and where
he not unfrequently arrogates to himself supernatural
and mystic powers, acknowledged by his clique, doubted
or derided elsewhere, disavowed by genuine Islam.

The functions and position of inferior ' church-mice,'
of the * Mu'eddin' or Prayer-proclaimer, the * Bowwab'
or door-keeper, 'Nakeeb' or Inspector, and so forth,
explain themselves.

These men, one and all (excepting only the latter
and anomalous ' Sheykh' subdivision, of whom we need
say nothing more at present, having sufficiently dis-
cussed Dervish facts and pretensions on a previous
occasion), as they are chosen from among the ranks
of the people, town or country, so they remain in those
ranks; and hence their apparent weakness and their
real strength. Once outside the mosque, the 'Imam/
the 'Khateeb,' and whoever else may have officiated
during the prayers, is a house-mason, a greengrocer,
a pipe-maker, or anything else as before : a somewhat
more than ordinary cleanliness of person and linen,
with a slight tendency to long dresses, can alone mark,
him out to the practised eye; the practised ear, too,
may detect in his conversation the results of private
study, and of familiarity with the phrases of the Koran.
But no regular course of education is required from